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The manner of attack
A large element of the complete success of this movement depends upon the celerity and the cooperation in point of time of the several commands in the attack. It is proposed that Maj. Gen'l. Ord shall dispose one of the divisions of his Corps in such positions as to mass them near Varina on the north bank during the night silently so as not to be observed by the enemy, and from thence just before daybreak, which is assumed to be thirty (30) minutes past four (4) o'clock A.M. and that will govern in point of time, to make a sudden, sharp attack in column upon the enemy's lines nearly opposite his position upon the Varina road. At the same time, General Birney, having massed such divisions as he chooses or using the 3rd division of the 18th Corps at Deep Bottom for that purpose for which it will be temporarily reported to him, will make a like attack substantially at the point where he attacked before in the late essay across the James, and endeavor to carry Newmarket road and the heights adjacent, if he cannot turn them to the left without too great loss.
If successful and the way can be opened, Genl. Kautz's cavalry having been massed near the pontoon bridge at Deep Bottom and crossing while the attack is going on, will immediately push out, attempt to cross the Newmarket road, turning the enemy's forces and left flank if possible, avoiding a fight as a preference, and attempt to reach the "Central" or as it is called in the Country there "Darbytown Road." If successful in striking that road, Genl. Kautz is to make the utmost diligence and celerity of marching up that road toward Richmond, or if he finds himself opposed in such manner as to render it advisable, he will still further flank to the right and strike the Charles City road as both roads lead into the City within a mile of each other.
If Gen'l. Ord is successful in passing the enemy's line in his front, he is to move right on up the Varina road and endeavor to reach the entrenched camp at ChafEn's farm, and if possible to take it, and secure and destroy the pontoon crossing just above.
Perhaps Gen'l. Ord will find the better way to take the works at Chaffin's Farm is to pass them by the Varina road, or turn them near the house of J. Aikens and pass to the rear, as the demoralization of then- defenders if any get there from Johnson's command will be greater when they find themselves cut off from Richmond.